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JOIN US The Tri-County Tourism Alliance meets monthly in a commu-
nity within the three county area of Emmons County, Logan County and McIntosh 
County.

Please see the membership brochure at the end of this newsletter for more 
information about how you can be a part of this exciting group.

Contact President Carmen Rath-Wald at (701)754-2504 or email carmen.rath.
wald@ndsu.edu.

By Carmen Rath Wald 
President Tri-County Tourism Alliance

 
Members of the Tri-County Tourism Alliance 
are gathering resources to help preserve 
Wishek’s iconic Civic Center. This building 
is an amazing representation of the hard 
work of locals who under a Works Progress 
Administration (WPA) contract worked 8 
to 10 hour days for 33 cents per hour, to 
help construct this unique facility from 
native rock and stone. Area residents share 
stories of their ancestors who worked all 
day chiseling a rock for a specific spot on 
the wall. Only to have it crack and rendered 
useless in a heartbeat. 

The next day, the process began again.

WPA workers also constructed the city park, 
community swimming pool and many of 
Wishek’s sidewalks.

Since the Civic Center was completed in 
1942, it has been used for all manner of 
events and activities including graduation 
and other school ceremonies, alumni events 
and wedding dances complete with kuchen 
and hochzeit schnapps. 

Many of the local theatrical events, hospital 
fundraising events and conferences such as 

the 2012 Preservation ND conference and 
the "famous Wishek Sauerkraut Day” have 
taken place in this building. This year will be 
Wishek's 90th Sauerkraut Day.  

This historic treasure large enough for most 
events has brought and will continue to 
bring visitors to the community and German-
Russian County.

Guests to German-Russian Country will 
marvel at the architecture,enjoy the local 
food, language, customs and traditions 
of the area bringing a powerful economic 
benefit to local businesses.

The Alliance believes this building to be truly 
legendary and worthy of a special trip to 
German-Russian Country.

GRHS bus tour travels to 
German-Russian Country
 
The 45th Annual Germans from Russia 
Heritage Society International Convention 
will take place in Bismarck July 15 through 
the 19. As part of the pre-convention events, 
attendees will have the opportunity sign-up 
for a one-day bus tour to Emmons County.

(Continued on page 2)

Stay in touch with 
the Alliance - send 

you email address to 
carmen.rath.wald@
ndsu.edu and ask to 
receive our notices.
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Tri-County Tourism to premier photo exhibit  
honoring the contribution of women to the farm

EWIGER SAATZ 
- the essential German-
Russian FOOD CULTURE 
COOKBOOK available in limited supply

The book “Ewiger Saatz – Everlasting Yeast” can still 
be purchased for $75 with free shipping within the 
Continental U.S. 

Its 120 pages are packed with heartwarming personal 
stories of gardening, butchering, baking, harvesting and 
surviving in three North Dakota counties settled mainly by 
Germans from Russia. The book contains some background 
history as well as recipes for dough foods, sausages, soap 
and of course, everlasting yeast. 

The importance of collecting this information from the 
last full-blooded German-speaking citizens of these three 
counties cannot be overstated. When this generation 

Tour stops include the Welk Homestead, St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church and Cemetery and John the Baptist 
Cemetery. 

Guests will also enjoy a German-Russian lunch served by 
Hague Café. 

Michael Miller, NDSU Libraries’ Germans from Russia 
Heritage Collection, will meet the tour group and serve as 
a docent part of the trip.

If you’re interested in learning more about the convention, 
visit http://www.grhs.org/aboutus/conventions/
conventions.html.

Convention bus tour
(Continued from page 1)

German Russian women contributed greatly to work on 
the farm in North Dakota and still had time to be creative 
and social. 

To honor their contribution to the settling of North Dakota, 
the Tri-County Tourism Alliance is creating a traveling 
photographic display, with assistance from the ND State 
Historical Society, called “The Women Behind the Plow.”

This exhibit features photos, comments and short 
memories about the women who farmed in Emmons 
County, Logan County and McIntosh County. 

Contributions were made by sons and fathers, daughters 
and nieces in addition to video interviews conducted by 
the Alliance for the project.

After transcribing the interviews, 
work will continue on editing and 
producing the video interviews. 
The photos and selected stories will 
be used to create the panels for the 
exhibit which will debut at this year’s 
Sauerkraut Day in Wishek.

From that point, groups, galleries, banks, 
civic centers, etc., may contact the Alliance 
to schedule the exhibit in their area. Groups 
will be asked to contribute shipping costs 
and  accept donations on behalf of the Tourism 
Alliance to further the outreach and preservation 
efforts of its members.

The interviews and exhibit is partially funded by a 
generous grant from the North Dakota State Historical 

Society with additional monies from the sale of “Ewiger 
Saatz - Everlasting Yeast” - The Alliance’s first historical 
preservation project.

This food culture coffee table book highlights the recipes 
and methods of preservation used by the Germans from 
Russia. Many of the recipes are in the original hand of the 
donors.

There are less than 400 copies of the original printing 
remaining. If you are interested in donating to the 
Alliance’s work, you can do so by purchasing additional 

copies of Ewiger Saatz.

Stay tuned for more information about the 
opening of Women Behind the Plow and 

a potential book project with the photos 
and interviews from this photo exhibit.

Here are sample panels you can 
expect to see at the 

exhibit.

(Continued on page 3)
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

passes, religion, customs and even a language will die with 
them. It is our mission to preserve as much of this culture 
as possible and promote heritage tourism in this area.

For more information about the Tri-County Tourism 
Alliance, the food culture project, Women Behind the 
Plow or ordering a copy of the book, please contact Sue B. 

Balcom, dasguteessen@hotmail.com or call 701-527-5169. 

To order a book, send a $75 check for each book to 
Tri-County Tourism Alliance,. 2145 34th St., Mandan, 
ND 58554. Please make checks to Tri-County Tourism 
Alliance and provide a proper mailing address, or 
addresses, for your gift mailings. For more information 
about the project visit www.dasguteessen.com or www.
germanrussiancountry.org.

(Continued from page 1)

EWIGER SAATZ FOOD CULTURE COOKBOOK available in limited supply

Help the Tri-County Tourism Alliance build a photo 
collection of historic German-Russian photographs of 
weddings, homemaking, farming, military and family. 

We will handle your family photos with great care, keeping 
them only long enough to create digital copies. We 
appreciate your cooperation in loaning your photographs 
for archival preservation, publications and exhibits.  

At this time we are working on the Women Behind the 
Plow project featuring women in Emmons, Logan and/or 
McIntosh counties actively involved in agricultural work; 
however, we would accept any historic photos.  

Please bring your photos to the NDSU Extension office 
in Napoleon (located on the 2nd floor of the courthouse 
at 301 Broadway, Napoleon, ND 58561) and ask Amanda 

to scan your photos while you wait; or mail your photos 
to: Sue Balcom, 2145 34th Street, Mandan, ND 58554. 
They will be scanned put back in the mail to you within 48 
hours.

Please be sure and provide as much information about 
who is in the photograph, what they are doing and the 
approximate year the photo was taken. This information 
is absolutely required by the State Historic Society to be 
of value to the preservation of the history of the Germans 
from Russia. 

Your contributions will be used for educational and 
preservation purposes and to further the mission of the 
Tri-County Tourism Alliance in bringing activities and 
visitors to German-Russian Country.

April 17 Tri-County Tourism Alliance Meeting at Hazelton
April 20-23 Travel Industry Conference, Minot (Carmen and Dean Ihla present at the pre-conference)
April 24  OTA15, Bismarck, ND
May 15 Tri-County Tourism Alliance Meeting at Strasburg/Welk Site
June 30 Tri-County Tourism Alliance Meeting at Napoleon
July 17 Tri-County Tourism Alliance Meeting at Ashley or Venturia area.
July 1 German-Russian Country Display at the new Heritage Center
July 15 GRHS Bus tour to German-Russian Country
July 15 World Premiere of the South-American Germans from Russia documentary project
July 15-19 GRHS Convention in Bismarck
August 21 Tri-County Tourism Alliance Meeting at C&R Bar – Lehr
September 11-13 Braddock Threshing Bee
September 18 Tri-County Tourism Alliance Meeting at Strategic Planning Review and Update in Wishek
October 2 Third Annual Oktoberfest in Napoleon
October 7 90th annual Sauerkraut day in Wishek 
October 7 Tri-County Tourism Alliance Meeting at 3:30 p.m. - Wishek
November 20 Tri-County Tourism Alliance Meeting at Fredonia

German-Russian historic photographs sought
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Tri-County Tourism Alliance
301 Broadway
Napoleon, ND 58561

Visit dasguteessen.com for our project blog and www.germanrussiancountry.org for 
more information about our organization and its work.

By Allan Burke 
Emmons County Record 

We attended the funeral of Steve Bauman in Bismarck on 
Thursday. He was the son of our long-time friend Clarence 
Bauman and his late wife, Marilyn, and the father of our 
friend and technology consultant, Travis Stramer. Travis 
keeps the computers running that make this newspaper 
possible, and he did a very nice job with his reflection 
about his dad during the service.

Many heartlanders either knew of Steve or the business 
he founded 40 years ago, Bismarck Roofing & Sheet Metal. 
He and his crew were noted for tackling some of the most 
challenging roofing jobs and for their craftsmanship and 
attention to detail.

Steve donated the materials and labor when his crew 
shingled the barn at the Welk Homestead at Strasburg 
several years ago, and last December he donated the 
wood shingles and labor for the roofs of the sod house and 
summer kitchen at the homestead.

Refusing to take the cheapest route, Steve insisted that 
authentic 5X shingles be used on the house and as well 
as the summer kitchen, which serves as the historic site’s 
visitor center. He wanted the roofs to look like they did 

in the early 1900s and was respectful of the fact that the 
homestead is on the National Register of Historic Places 
and will become a state-owned attraction on July 1, 2015, 
when the State Historical Society of North Dakota takes 
over.

Steve’s generosity and dedication are appreciated by 
everyone who has worked so hard over the years to 
preserve Lawrence 
Welk’s birthplace as 
a part of the history 
of the immigration 
of the Germans 
from Russia.

Our prayers are 
with Steve’s family, 
and we are thankful 
for what one man 
selflessly gave back.

A man who gave back

Original windmill 
on Delbert and 

Donna Eszlinger’s 
farm near Ashley, 

ND.

Like us on Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/GermanRussianCounty

https://www.facebook.com/GermanRussianCounty
http://www.germanrussiancountry.org

